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Summary of Activities in 2018 

Bringing in new expertise from Paul Anand, Open University, Milton Keynes, UK, expert in

the capability approach for (child) wellbeing, economist; 

IAEA/WHO/UNICEF conference "Understanding the double burden of malnutrition" in

December, in Vienna (working group session, panel discussion, poster presentations, oral

presentations); 

Supervision of PhD students (Chumki Chakraborty and Zaina Mchome) by task force

members; 

Scientific publications. 

Task Force activities: 

 

Report Form 2018
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Member of advisory committee IAEA/WHO/UNICEF conference "Understanding the double
burden of malnutrition"; 
Discussant in an expert consultation at ASN in Boston in June: ARISE (Adding Responsive
Indicators to Stunting to Expand Early Life Nutrition and Development Achievement); 
Presenting the capability approach to child growth at the International Centre for Equity,
Pelotas, Brazil in June. 

 Activities by the chair: 

 

   

 
 
 

Report of Activities and Achievements in 2018 

Supervision of PhD students  

IAEA/WHO/UNICEF conference "Understanding the double burden of malnutrition", 10-13
December 2018, Vienna, Austria 

A working group session "Towards a multi-dimensional index of child growth" was
organised by the task force, and experts were invited from the registrants to the meeting.
The working group for this session included: Ali Dhansay (IUNS Task Force Council
Member), Gilles Bergeron (NYAS), Daniel Hoffman (Rutgers University), Jonathan Wells
(UCL Institute of Child Growth), Maaike Arts (UNICEF), Victor Owino (IAEA), Chumki
Chakraborty (BRAC University), Emorn Udomkesmalee (Mahidol University), Lybrich Kramer
(University of Groningen), Paul Anand (Open University London), and was chaired by Hinke
Haisma and Gretel Pelto, the chairs of the task force. Paul Anand gave a presentation to
the group on empirical analysis using a capability approach in child wellbeing. These
methods and theories will be instrumental in taking the conceptual work to the next level.
Eventually we are aiming to develop a capability index to child growth that would be
sensitive to the double burden of malnutrition, and would be responsive to double duty
actions. A report of the working group session is in progress. A paper about the session
will be included in the proceedings of the conference. 

Task force activities: 

 
Zaina Mchome (NIMR, Tanzania) and Chumki Chakraborty (BRAC, Bangladesh) were
supervised by task force members for their research on the capability approach to child
growth in their respective countries. 
 

 
The conference was used as an opportunity for several members to get together: Gretel Pelto,
Hinke Haisma, Chumki Chakraborty participated in the conference. The conference was also an
opportunity to meet with IUNS Council member Ali Dhansay. 
 
Our role in the conference was diverse:  



3

Panel discussion: Gretel Pelto participated in the wrap-up session, titled: Bridging the
Evidence; 
Oral presentations: work by Zaina Mchome and Sepideh Yousefzadeh was presented by
Hinke Haisma. Zaina's presentation was entitled: "Shortness is not a disease":
Conceptualisation of and meanings attached to childhood height and short stature in
rural Tanzania. Sepideh's presentation was entitled: Multi-dimensional child growth in
India: Exploring the potential of using the capability approach empirically. 
Poster presentations: Femke Hitzert (University of Groningen) presented her work on
"The association between maternal body composition and breast milk output: an
explorative causal inference analysis", and Chumki Chakraborty presented her work on
"We struggle with the earth every day". Parents' perspectives on the capabilities for
healthy child growth in Haor region in Bangladesh". 

Member of advisory committee IAEA/WHO/UNICEF conference "Understanding the
double burden of malnutrition", 10-13 December 2018, Vienna; 

Discussant in an expert consultation at ASN in Boston, 12 June: ARISE (Adding
Responsive Indicators to Stunting to Expand Early Life Nutrition and Development
Achievement); 

Another outcome of the session was extending the group of scientists who are interested in
the capabilities approach in child growth. The invitees indicated they would like to be
involved in future activities to develop the approach and make it applicable for use in the
field. 
 
In addition to the working group meeting, other task force activities at the conference
included: 

Activities chair: 

 
Interest in the capability approach to child growth was raised during the
IAEA/WHO/UNICEF workshop on the Double burden of Malnutrition in Vienna in October
2017, where Hinke gave a talk. As a member of the advisory committee she suggested
bringing this topic into the programme for the IAEA/WHO/UNICEF conference
"Understanding the double burden of malnutrition" in December 2018. Activities of the
advisory committee started in April 2018, and included designing the programme,
suggesting speakers, and taking part in the programme. 
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Presenting the capability approach to child growth at the International Centre for
Equity, Pelotas, Brazil in June; 

Haisma, Hinke; Yousefzadeh, Sepideh; Boele van Hensbroek, Pieter (2018). Towards a
capability approach to child growth. Maternal and Child Nutrition 14 (2),
https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.12534 
Yousefzadeh, Sepideh; Bigger, Mario; Carciprete, Catharina; Haisma, Hinke (2018). A
capability approach to child growth. Child Indicators Research,
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12187-018-9548-1 
"A child may be tall but also stunted". Conceptualization of and meanings attached to
childhood height and short stature in rural Tanzania. (2018). Mchome, Zaina; Bailey,
Ajay; Darak, Shrinivas; Haisma, Hinke. Maternal and Child Nutrition,
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/mcn.12769 
‘He usually has what we call normal fevers’: Cultural Perspectives on Healthy Child
Growth in Rural Southeastern Tanzania. Mchome, Zaina, Bailey, Ajay; Darak, Shrinivas,
Haisma, Hinke (under review) 
Care-giver's capabilities for healthy child growth in Bangladesh. Chakraborty, Barnali;
Yousefzadeh, Sepideh; Darak, Shrinivas; Haisma, Hinke (under review) 

Applying a capability framework to child growth in India: Potentials and Challenges.
Yousefzadeh, Sepideh; Haisma, Hinke. 
Beyond anthropometry. It's time for a multi-dimensional approach to child growth.
Haisma, Yousefzadeh, Venkatapuram; 
Associations between maternal body composition and human milk intake by the child:
An explorative causal inference approach. Hitzert, Gemert - de la Bastide, Haisma; 

The ARISE expert consultation was organised by the Working Group on Nutrition ARISE
(with scientists from John's Hopkins University, Sight for Life, World Food Programme,
Cornell University, and National Institutes of Health). One of the aims of the expert
consultation was to explore indicators of child growth that could be added to stunting as
an indicator, and would be better suited to include contextual diversity of children's
growth and be more responsive to ELNI. This was very much in line with the aim of our
task force. Proceedings of this workshop are in progress. 
 

 
Haisma presented the capability approach to the staff affiliated with the International
Centre for Equity. Cesar Victora and Aluísio Barros were senior staff members present.
Inês Rugani, a task force member from USP, also attended the meeting.  
 
Completed task force scientific publications: 
 

Manuscripts in preparation: 

 
 

 

https://doi.org/10.1111/mcn.12534
https://link.springer.com/article/10.1007/s12187-018-9548-1
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/epdf/10.1111/mcn.12769
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Context Assessment in Growth Monitoring: a comparison of current practices.
Zadelhoff, Yousefzadeh, Haisma; 
‘How should children grow?’: Analysis of a cross cultural ethnographic database to
understand perceptions about child growth. Darak, Hitzert, Haisma; 
From a biomedical to a social epidemiology approach of child growth and beyond: a
systematic review. Haisma, Kramer, Mchome, Yousefzadeh, Hitzert, Darak; 
Post-partum sex taboo: Socio-cultural explanations of poor child growth and its
implication to child care. Mchome, Bailey, Kessy, Haisma; 
Capabilities of child growth in Tanzania. Mchome, Bailey, Yousefzadeh, Haisma

 
 

 


