Bid Highlights:
Why host IUNS-ICN 2029 in Vancouver?

IUNS-ICN2029

International Congress of Nutrition
Vancouver, Canada

SHAPING THE FUTURE OF NUTRITION IN A CHANGING WORLD

Our Bid The Canadian Nutrition Society, Destination Vancouver, the
Vancouver Convention Centre, and MCI Canada are delighted to
submit the following bid to host IUNS-ICN 2029 in Vancouver, British
Columbia, Canada.

Proposed September 22-28, 2029
Dates High: 18C (64F) | Low: 13C (55F)

Proposed Vancouver Convention Centre
Venue
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The Canadian Nutrition Society (CNS) is Canada's leading organization dedicated to
advancing nutrition science, education, and practice. As the national adhering body to the
International Union of Nutritional Sciences (IUNS), CNS brings together nearly 1,000 members
- including globally recognized scientists, clinicians, policymakers, and industry experts.

Our society is committed to evidence-based knowledge translation and professional
development, while advocating for nutrition policies that enhance public health. Canada's
diverse, innovative, and collaborative research environment - reflected in the work of CNS-
makes us an ideal host for an international gathering of nutrition science leaders.

Scientific Strengths

. Canadian research emphasizes equity and sustainability, aligning with global goals for
inclusive and resilient nutrition solutions.

. Canada boasts world-renowned universities and research institutes, centres, and hospitals
that contribute cutting-edge findings across nutrition and health science.

« Canadian scientists are global leaders in key nutrition domains, from chronic disease
prevention to microbiome and omics research.

«  Canada fosters multidisciplinary research that bridges science, healthcare, and public
policy-offering a model for integrated approaches to nutrition.

«  Our researchers actively inform national and international nutritional guidelines and
policies - strengthening the real-world impact of nutrition science.

. CNS plays a pivotal role in translating science into practice through professional
education, outreach, and evidence-informed advocacy.

Cultural Strengths

Canada’s cultural landscape is one of its greatest strengths. As one of the most multicultural
nations in the world, Canada embraces diversity in thought, tradition, and lived
experience—an approach that enriches our understanding of health and nutrition. Our
bilingual (English and French) environment, strong commitment to equity and inclusion, and
recognition of Indigenous food systems and knowledge create a rich foundation for
cross-cultural collaboration. With a global reputation for safety, hospitality, and scientific
integrity, Canada offers not only a world-class research community but also a welcoming and
inspiring setting for international delegates.
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Partners and Collaborators

With deep roots across all Canadian universities and strong partnerships with
government, regulatory agencies, and health Organizations, CNS is uniquely
positioned at all intersections of science, policy, and practice. CNS is thrilled to
have secured enthusiastic support from the following:
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Conference Theme: Shaping The Future Of Nutrition In A Changing World
Integrating science, culture and innovation for a
healthier planet
Topics:
«  Global and public health nutrition
. Food insecurity, indigenous food sovereignty, and health inequities
+  Re-imagining farm to fork for a sustainable agri-food industry and planetary health
«  Culturally adapted nutrition recommendations
«  Artificial Intelligence in nutrition research and practice
+ Innovations in food technologies to impact nutrition
«  Precision nutrition and personalized health
«  Nutrition through life cycle and in clinical practice

Proposed Organizing & Scientific Committee Members

Canadian Experts (in development) International Experts (in development)
Rajavel Elango, PhD, J Alfredo Martinez, PharmD, MD, PhD,
University of British Columbia University of Navarro, Spain

Stephanie Atkinson, PhD, McMaster University Zhaoping Li, MD, PhD, University of California,
United States

Isabel Correia, MD, PhD,
Universidade Federal de Minas Gerais, Brazil

G Bhanuprakash Reddy, PhD,
ICMR-National Institute of Nutrition, India

Stephanie Chevalier, PhD, RD, McGill University
Cathy Chan, PhD, RD, University of Alberta

Angela Devlin, PhD,
University of British Columbia

Guylaine Ferland, PhD, Université de Montréal

Leah Gramlich, MD, FRCPSC, PhD,
University of Alberta

Daniel Tome, PhD, AgroParisTech, Paris, France

Hisanori Kato, PhD, Kagawa Nutrition
University, Japan
Crystal Karakochuk, PhD,

Adam Drewnowski, PhD, University of
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Washington, United States

Benoit Lamarche, PhD, Laval University . N
Rafael Figueredo Grijalba, MD, PhD,

David Ma, PhD, University of Guelph Universidad Catélica de Asuncién, Paraguay
Miyoung Suh, PhD, RD, University of Manitoba

Mei Tom, RD, University of Alberta

Hassan Vatanparast, PhD, MD,
University of Saskatchewan

Treena Wasonti:io Delormier, PhD, McGill
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World class,
sustainable,
experienced
venue

The Vancouver Convention Centre (VCC) is located in the heart
of downtown Vancouver, just steps from thousands of hotel
rooms and the city's best attractions. Recognized globally for
its commitment to sustainability—including a six-acre living roof
and LEED® Platinum certification—the Centre provides an ideal
setting for the International Conference on Nutrition. The venue
can comfortably host all conference components under one
roof, with exhibition, plenary, and meeting spaces conveniently
connected to support seamless attendee flow.

Destination
Appeal

Vancouver offers a stunning natural setting between mountains
and ocean, combined with a vibrant, multicultural welcoming
experience. Known for its safety, hospitality, and world-class
dining, arts, and outdoor recreation, the city provides an
unforgettable backdrop for international attendees to gather
and learn together.

Air Access and
Accommodation

Vancouver is a major international gateway with non-stop
flights from over 100 cities worldwide, making it easily
accessible for global attendees. Sitting equa-distant to both
Europe and Asia (approx 9hrs), Vancouver gives equitable
access to attendees from around the world. The city offers a
wide range of accommodations, from major international hotel
brands to boutique options, to budget accommodation, all
within walking distance of the convention centre. Vancouver's
compact, walkable footprint ensures convenient, safe and
sustainable hotel stays for all attendees.

Sustainability

Vancouver is consistently ranked among the world’s greenest
cities, with strong leadership in sustainable urban planning,
clean energy, and local food systems. The VCC has a scratch
kitchen, making it simple to minimize food waste and reinforce
a commitment to environmental responsibility and
health-focused innovation.

Want a sneak
peek of
Vancouver?

Scan the QR code
below, or click on this
video.

In between conference sessions in Vancouver, attendees can ride the Skyride up Grouse
Mountain for epic views and ziplining, or kayak around False Creek for a unique city
perspective. They can also explore the Capilano Suspension Bridge Park or take a scenic
bike ride around the Stanley Park Seawall.

30+ travel

grants from
CNS

Travel Grants & Financial Support

Travel Grants

The Canadian Nutrition Society is committed to
supporting broad and inclusive participation at the
International Conference on Nutrition by earmarking a
dedicated portion of the conference budget for travel
grants. These funds will help ensure that students,
early-career professionals, and attendees from low- and
middle-income countries have the opportunity to attend
and contribute to the global dialogue on nutrition. A
minimum of 30 travel grants from CNS to support
students from low-income and lower-middle income who
come to present their research work at the IUNS-ICN
Vancouver 2029.

Easy Travel -
Visa Access

Most attendees will not need a visa to
enter Canada, but for those who do,
Canada has a dedicated conference visa
program to ensure a seamless process.
We will work closely with MCI Canada to
ensure communication is clear and early
for all attendees. Scan the QR code to see
how this process takes place.

$400,000+

funding

(USD)

City and Federal Funding Support

CNS has received generous municipal and federal
government financial support of a maximum of $423,000
(USD) towards IUNS-ICN 2029 if Vancouver is selected.

These funds grant us an incredible opportunity to support
travel grants, off-set program costs such as meeting
space rental, social activities, welcome airport signage,
etc.

IUNS-ICN2025


https://youtu.be/QnX0GVit1ks?si=cIPVh9auxHhQMdUa

